
• Drawing • 
• Wet -on-Wet Painting •

David’s POOL
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□  crayons
□  one sheet of white paper
□  watercolor paint
□  one small sheet of paper towel
□  paintbrush
□  bowl of water
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Who was David Hockney?

David Hockney (born in 1937) is a British artist who spends a 
lot of time in California painting colorful, bold swimming pools. 
The blue water in his paintings is so bright that you want to just 
dive into it.

Mr. Hockney painted a series of swimming pools using 
different colored paper pulp, to show the shimmering light on 
top of the water. 

Photo from the book, “David Hockney: Paper Pools.”

In this art project, you are going to draw your own swimming 
pool and watercolor paint on wet paper to show shimmering 
light on the water. 
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1  

FOLD PAPER into six equal parts / rectangles

2  

With the white crayon, draw a thick white line on all 
creases.

Draw and color the diving board - any color works, 
even white or black.
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3  

Draw and color the pool’s edge blue.

4  

Draw and color the pool deck in any color you like.

5  

Draw and color the grass and hedge green.
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1 Place your drawing under 
the water tab. Carefully wet your 
page with running water, then 
place it on the kitchen counter. If 
the paper is thin, be careful not to 
rip it.

2 Using blue watercolor paint, 
start painting the water in your 
pool.
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3 Watch how the paint 
flows on top of the paper, 
just like water.

Notice how it avoids the 
parts you colored with the 
white crayon.

4 Paint the pool side, grass 
and hedge black.

Again, notice how it 
paints the blanc paper 
between the colored 
crayon parts.

5 With a paper towel, soak 
up the extra black paint 
- leaving a gray filter on 
top of your crayon colors.

6 Voila, you have your own 
“David Hockney” pool: 
dive in!


