
Lucky Money Envelopes Art Lesson
Introduction: Red envelopes always contain money in China and given to children as Chinese New Year 
gifts. �ey are called “hongbao” in Mandarin and “lai see” in Cantonese, and symbolize good wishes and 
luck for the New Year ahead. �e importance isn’t the cash held inside the envelope; it’s actually the red 
colored paper that symbolizes happiness, good luck, and prosperity.

Each envelope will have an image or Chinese character or both on the front to express a special occasion: 

Image
 

Fish
Chinese Coins
Oranges and Tangerines
Peaches
Noodles
Plum Blossoms
Bamboo Leaves

Translation
 

Wealth
Prosperous Year
Abundance and Happiness
Long Life
Long Life
Endurance ad Growth
Peace

Chinese Characters

Double ‘He’ = Double Happiness Symbol

‘Gong Hey Fat Choy’ = Happy New Year

囍
恭喜發財

Supplies: red A4 or letter size paper, scissors, glue sticks, white glue, 
gold glitter or glitter glue, felts, etc.

Preparation: Print out the “Lucky Money Envelope” template on red A4 or letter size paper
  

Project:
1. Cut out the template
2. Fold along the inside lines. 
Unfold
3. Fold Flap A towards the 
center
4. Apply glue along the edge of 
Flap B. Bring Flap B towards 
Flap A. Press on the glued edges.
5. Fold up Flap C and glue it in 
place.
6. Leave the top �ap open. �is 
is where the money is put into 
the envelope
7. Decorate the back of the 
envelope with glitter glue, felt 
drawings, etc.



GLUE FLAP A
G

LU
E FLA

P C

fold along dotted lines

fold along dotted lines

fold along dotted line 

fold along dotted line and glue

f
o
l
d 

a
n
d 

g
l
u
e

1

2

3

Cut out the template
Fold along the inside lines > Unfold
Refold �ap A towards the center

Fold up Flap C and glue it in place.

FLAP B

Fold Flap B > apply glue along the edge of Flap B > press 
on the glued edges to join Flap A and B together


